0 MORE KID'S CRAYONS:

o

oday coloured pencils are so

much more than simply ‘kids’

crayons’, and are beginning
to earn their proper place as a fine
art medium. After all, if they are
good enough for David Hockney...

This article sets out to show you

what is available and some of the
ways in which artists are using
coloured pencils. If you wish to
paint with watercolours, you have
generations of artists and their
work to inspire you; more so with
oils. Even modern media, such as
acrylics, have impressive portfolios
of work to give you pointers and
show you what is possible. This
does not seem true of coloured
pencils — at least in this country.
In the USA, artists such as Vera
Curnow, Gary Greene and many
others have been producing fine
work in this medium for many
years, and have been supported by
the Colored Pencil Society of
America for the past ten years. One
of the aims of the UK Coloured
Pencil Society, founded in June
2001, is to remedy this by putting
artists who use, or wish to use,
coloured pencils in touch with each

other. All of the pictures in this
article are by members of the
UKCPS, and directions for joining
the society are given at the end of
the article.

The materials

First some definitions. A coloured
pencil consists of pigment(s) in a
wax or oil-based binder, encased in
wood. We also include crayons
(with no wood encasement) in the
work of the UKCPS. However, we
do not include pastel pencils, as
they are a very different medium
from wax/oil-based pencils; nor do
we include graphite pencils.

What we do with coloured
pencils is usually painting — not
drawing. A drawing is a picture in
which linear elements and tone
predominate, whereas in a
painting, colour and tone are used
to define form. There is obviously a
spectrum here, but it is entirely
possible to draw using paint, or to
paint using coloured pencils in the
way that it's not with simply
graphite pencils.

Coloured pencils come in two
basic types — water-soluble and
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not water-soluble. The water-
soluble pencils are sometimes
wrongly called ‘watercolour
pencils’. In fact these all contain
some degree of body colour
(white), so they can never match
the brilliance or transparency of
pure watercolour paints and should
be seen as a different medium. You
do not have to use water with
water-soluble pencils; you can
always use them dry and you can
dissolve non water-soluble pencils
in other solvents such as
Turpenoid, or Zest-it if you wish.
There are many brands of Artists’
quality pencils available from such
manufacturers as Caran d’Ache,
Derwent, Berol, Faber-Castell, Lyra,
Swan Stabilo and Brunyzeel,
amongst others. Each has its own
strengths and weaknesses — its
own range of colours, its own
hardness, its own feel — and 1
would always advise artists to try
before they buy. The type of pencil
you prefer will depend on your
own style and favoured subject
matter, so no one make of pencil is
inherently ‘better’ than any other.
There are some generalisations that
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Coloured pencil 21"x35"
(53cmx89cm) by Jonathan
Newey
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